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The Trend Continued In Many Cities In 2016

The Major Cities Chiefs 
Association Midyear 

Comparison In Homicides 
Between 2016 and 2015

Note:  The Homicide Data For Orlando Includes The 49 Homicide Victims At Pulse Nightclub
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The Trend Continued In Many Cities In 2016

Percent Change In Murder 
From 2015 Total Murders To 

2016 Projected Total Murders.

The Brennan Center For Justice: 
Murder In the 30 Largest Cities 

(2015-2016) (Updated Dec.19, 2016)



The Number Of Murders In Albuquerque 1990 To 2016
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The Average Number Of Murders 
In Albuquerque Is 45.3 Per Year

* 2015 FBI UCR Murder Numbers Do Not Include 4 Negligent Homicides
** 2016 Murder Numbers Are Not Official UCR Yet

*

Sources: APD; FBI UCR Data

**
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The Types Of Murders In Albuquerque 2012 To 2016

Source: APD



The Locations Of Murders In Albuquerque In 2014, 2015, & 2016
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Recent Child Homicides In New Mexico

Ashlynne Mike - 2016

Victoria Martens - 2016

Villegas Mother &  Children - 2016

Lilly Garcia - 2015

The Macarenas Children - 2016Nhi Nguyen - 2016

Jayden Dayea - 2016
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Albuquerque’s Violent Crime Rate Has Decreased While Albuquerque’s 
Population Has Increased: 1990 To 2015. But The Trend Is Changing.



The Number Of Aggravated Assaults In Albuquerque 1990 To 2015

10 Source: FBI UCR Data



The Number Of Rapes In Albuquerque 1990 To 2015
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The Number Of Robberies In Albuquerque 1990 To 2015

12 Source: FBI UCR Data
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What Do The Preliminary Crime Trends For 2016 Look Like?

UCR Crimes
2015 UCR 

Data

January To June 
Preliminary UCR 

Data For 
Albuquerque For 

2016

Preliminary 2016 
Estimate (If The 
First Six Months 

Are Doubled)

2015 To 2016 
Estimated 

Change

2015 To 2016 
Estimated 

Percent Change

Murder 42 32 61 19 45.2%

Negligent Homicide 
(Not Included In UCR 
Reports)

4 2 4 0 0.0%

Rape 404 193 386 -18 -4.5%

Robbery 1,686 847 1694 8 0.5%

Aggravated Assault 3,273 1,825 3650 377 11.5%

Burglary 5,996 2,992 5984 -12 -0.2%

Larceny 22,818 11,575 23150 332 1.5%

Auto Theft 5,179 3,321 6642 1,463 28.2%

Source:  Albuquerque Police Department
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Bernalillo & Valencia Counties

Source: Washington Post, Here’s What Crime Rates By County 
Actually Look Like, November 16, 2016

2014 Violent Crime Rates By County
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Source: The FBI Uniform Crime Reports 2015

Albuquerque Ranks 11th In 2015 Violent Crime Rates Among New Mexico Cities
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Explaining The Increase:
Expansion of Drug Markets – Is there an 
increase in drug-related homicides?
Decrease in Prison Populations – Are more 
parolees committing homicides?
The Ferguson Effect – Are police disengaging 
from vigorous enforcement activities?

WHY?
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A Long-Term Perspective On Homicide Rates In The United States 
Shows The Dramatic Rise And Fall Of Violent Crime Over Time

Source: Latzer, B. (2016). The Rise and Fall Of Violent Crime In America. Encounter Books, New York & London.
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Regional Homicide Rates In Quartiles, 1950-1980

Source: Harries, K. (1985). The Historical Geography of Homicide in the U.S., 1935-1980. Geoforum 16, 73-83
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This is a book about a singular cause of male 
violence – the perpetrator’s sense of threat to 
one of his most valued possessions, namely, his 
reputation for strength and toughness.  In many 
of the world’s cultures, social status, economic 
well-being, and life itself are linked to such a 
reputation. This is true wherever gaining 
resources, or keeping them, depends on the 
community’s believing that the individual is 
capable of defending himself against predation. 
If resources are abundant…, then a reputation 
for toughness has little value. But if resources 
are in scarce or unpredictable supply…, then 
toughness has great economic value. Potential 
predators will go elsewhere rather than risk 
dealing with a man who know how to defend 
himself and his possessions and who appears to 
be not afraid to die.

Why Is Violence So Prevalent In The South?

1996
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Regional Homicide Rates In Quartiles, 2015

Source 2015 FBI Uniform Crime Reports

Albuquerque’s 2015 
Murder Rate per 100,000 

was 7.5

6.1 - 24.1

4.6 - 6.0

2.9 - 4.5

1.1 - 2.8

2015 Murder Rates
Per 100,000
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What A Difference A Year Makes: The New York Times, 
January 13, 2015

Bullets were flying in the cities. Crack wars trapped 
people in their homes. The year was 1994, and President 
Bill Clinton captured the grim national mood, declaring 
“gangs and drugs have taken over our streets” as he 
signed the most far-reaching crime bill in history.

The new law expanded the death penalty, and offered 
the states billions of dollars to hire more police officers 
and to build more prisons. But what was not clear at the 
time was that violent crime had already peaked in the 
early ’90s, starting a decline that has cut the nation’s 
rates of murder, robbery and assault by half.

Perhaps nowhere has the drop been more stunning than 
in New York City, which reported only 328 homicides for 
2014, compared with 2,245 in 1990. The homicide rate in 
some cities has fluctuated more — Washington ticked up 
to 104 in 2014, after a modern low of 88 in 2012. But that 
still is a drastic fall from a peak of 474 in 1990.

Now, Democrats and Republicans alike are rethinking the 
vast, costly infrastructure of crime control and 
incarceration that was born of the earlier crime wave….
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What A Difference A Year Makes: The New York Times, 
August 31, 2015

MILWAUKEE — Cities across the nation are 
seeing a startling rise in murders after years 
of declines, and few places have witnessed 
a shift as precipitous as this city. With the 
summer not yet over, 104 people have been 
killed this year — after 86 homicides in all 
of 2014.

More than 30 other cities have also 
reported increases in violence from a year 
ago. In New Orleans, 120 people had been 
killed by late August, compared with 98 
during the same period a year earlier. In 
Baltimore, homicides had hit 215, up from 
138 at the same point in 2014. In 
Washington, the toll was 105, compared 
with 73 people a year ago. And in St. Louis, 
136 people had been killed this year, a 60 
percent rise from the 85 murders the city 
had by the same time last year.

Law enforcement experts say disparate 
factors are at play in different cities, though 
no one is claiming to know for sure why 
murder rates are climbing. Some officials 
say intense national scrutiny of the use of 
force by the police has made officers less 
aggressive and emboldened criminals, 
though many experts dispute that theory.
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Do We Have A Crime Wave? The Debate Continues… 
November 27, 2015
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Chicago Had 762 Murders In 2016, The Most In Two Decades 
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President Obama plans a farewell 

speech next week in Chicago, and 

perhaps he’ll notice that while he’s 

been in Washington his hometown 

has become the nation’s murder 

capital and largest gang war zone. 

Worth reflecting on is the city’s 

upswell in violence last year that 

followed political protests against 

law enforcement and a pullback in 

policing…

Police have blamed gang activity, as 

most victims had previously been 

identified for their gang ties or past 

arrests…

But gangs aren’t new, and another 

culprit is an increase in caution 

among police who have come under 

widespread political attack…

The Politics Of Homicide Rising
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The Politics Of Homicide Rising

Guns Are a Key Difference

Gang Wars in Chicago
Drive Much of Its Violence

Crime Persists in
Chicago’s Most

Segregated Neighborhoods

The major underlying causes of crime 
are similar across cities, but the 

intensity of the connection between 
social ills and violence seems to be 

more persistent in Chicago,” Professor 
Sampson said. “You don’t get that 

kind of extensive social and economic 
segregation in many other cities.”



27

The Politics Of Homicide Rising

An emotional Chicago Police Superintendent Eddie Johnson addressed the overwhelming 
violence that continues to plague the city and left 52 people shot over the weekend, including the 
26th child under the age of 13 this year. "I can tell you I've seen far too many families affected by 
gun violence ... Too many a statistic," Johnson said. "I'm just sick of it.”
Johnson also lamented systemic problems that he said allows repeat gun offenders to continue 
committing crimes, calling the pretrial time for those charged with gun crimes “ridiculous,” 
saying it’s longer for retail theft charges. He also said gun arrests are up and the failure lies with 
the inability to keep offenders in jail. He said violent offenders are only emboldened when they 
can just get back on the street…
Johnson said police are arresting the offenders but CPD needs help from its “judicial partners” to 
hold them accountable. "(The) police department is doing its job, not holding them accountable, 
it's just silly," he said.



Dr. Slutkin, Cure Violence (http://cureviolence.org/post/cat/international-program)
28



Dr. Slutkin, Cure Violence (http://cureviolence.org/post/cat/international-program)29



30

Violence Clusters 
In Chicago

2015

New York Times, September 9, 2016
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Discussion Questions

• Is there an increase in homicide and violent crime in 
your communities?

• What factors do you think are contributing to the 
change?

• What insights can this unique partnership between 
law enforcement and mental health professionals 
bring to this issue?

• What questions should we be asking?


