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Illicit markets are clandestine 

Sources of data: 

Outdoor cultivation 
Seizures of precursors 

Seizures of drug 
Treatment seeking 

Surveys 



UNODC 
United Nations Office on Drugs & Crime 

Under the International Drug Conventions, member 
states are required to report national drug control related 

information to the Secretary General 

Data also collected from Heads of National Law 
Enforcement Agencies, Interpol, World Customs 

Organization, European Monitoring Centre for Drugs 
and Drug Addiction, Inter-American Drug Abuse Control 

Commission 





Precursor Control 



interdiction: Disrupting the flow of illicit 
substances and their precursors 



Global Burden of 
Substance Use 



1 in 20 people 
worldwide 

used an illicit 
substance in 

2013 



Globally: 
• 1 in 3 drug users is female 
• 1 in 5 drug users in treatment 

is female  
• Men are 3x more likely to use 

cannabis, cocaine, & 
amphetamines 

• Women more likely to use 
prescription opioids & 
tranquilizers 

15% 

88% 





Drug policies fill prisons 



An estimated 30% of people use an illicit drug at least once 
while incarcerated. 



Opioids 











Acetic Anhydride: 
Used to acetylate 

morphine to heroin 

Also used in many other 
pharmaceutical reactions (e.g. 

production of aspirin), and 
manufacturing processes (e.g. film 

and adhesives) 















Cocaine 











2015 





Cannabis 



Cannabis cultivation is largely clandestine 















Amphetamine Type Salts  
(ATS) 















2005-2009 



2009/2010 







The (hopefully) fleeting phenomenon of "bath salts"  



Thank you. 
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