
D E T E C T I V E  S A R A  R O D R I G U E Z

T R U C K E E  P D  

BUTANE HONEY OIL 
(BHO)



WHY DOES BHO CONCERN LAW 
ENFORCEMENT?

• Solvent extraction 

process is highly volatile 

• Highly explosive

• Major injuries or death 

can result from a lab 

explosion 

• High level of danger for 

community and first 

responders 



WHAT IS BUTANE HONEY OIL ? 

BHO

• A form of cannabis 

• Resinous matrix of 

cannabinoids obtained 

from the Cannabis 

plant via solvent 

extraction 

• Currently the most 

potent marijuana 

product on the market



CONCENTRATED CANNABIS

710

Dabs
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Oil

Shatter

Wax
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Tails

BHO

Earwax

Budder



THC CONTENT

• Active ingredient in marijuana that gets you high is 
tetrahydrocannabinol ∆9 (THC) 

• Marijuana has a current THC content between 15-25% 
• Can be as high as 30% 

• Marijuana from the 1980s had a THC content between 3-
8%
• 20 old joints = 1 blunt

• Concentrated Cannabis, BHO, has a THC purity range of 
40-95%

• THC content of 30% produces strong psychedelic effects.  This is 
through self admission, research, and trip reports

• 64 old joints= 1 dab (.1g dosage unit) 

• Hash, broad term for various forms of concentrates 
cannabis 



BHO INGESTION

• BHO is ingested through 
inhalation 
• Putting on blunt papers

• Oil rig and dabbers

• Meth pipes
• “Take a 2 gram bud and completely 

submerge it in BHO then put bud in 
meth pipe and vape/smoke until 
completely gone.”- @volcomstoner
via shroomery.org trip report

• Vape pen 
• Most commonly seen for use away 

from the home.  Bulbous atomizer for 
“waxy tobacco” can be purchased 
at your local smoke shop for less than 

$30.



AFTER INGESTION

• High can last up to 10 

hours 

• In comparison,  high lasts 

around 4 hours when 

smoking marijuana 

• High from marijuana 

edibles lasts between 4-6 

hours 

• Hallucination 

• Hallucinogenic effects 

occur at a THC content of 
30 % or more 



BHO EXTRACTION PROCESS

• Tools Needed: marijuana product, extraction tube, 

coffee filters, rubber bands, butane, pyrex dish, 

heat source



BHO EXTRACTION 101 

1. Gather marijuana product 

2. Pack the marijuana in the extraction tube 

3. Inject the butane into the extraction tube (aka 
blasting)

4. Honey Oil falls out of the extraction tube and into 
the awaiting pyrex dish 

5. Place pyrex dish in a double boiler type system 
and heat to evaporate the butane 

6. Scrape BHO out of pyrex dish with a razorblade if 
not purging further.  If vacuum purging leave BHO 
in dish for purging process. 



SIGNS OF A BHO LAB

• Extraction tubes 

• Hose clamps

• Coffee filters 

• MJ plant material

• Butane canisters 

• Pyrex dishes 

• Hot plate

• Razor blades 



WHY IS A BHO LAB EXPLOSIVE?

• Butane is heavier than 
air and pools in low 
places

• Expansion rate is 288:1

• 1 can of butane can fill 
a 1400 sq. ft house with 
butane vapor  

• Multiple ignition sources 
within the average 
home

• Auto ignition 
temperature of 550°f



BHO EXPLOSION IN TRUCKEE



BHO EXPLOSION IN TRUCKEE



WEEDMAPS.COM- IS A GREAT SOURCE 
FOR LOCATING PRODUCT IN YOUR 

AREA



USE SOCIAL MEDIA 
SEARCH CRITERIA: #TRUCKEE #DABS ON INSTAGRAM AND TWITTER 



QUESTIONS


